
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Restore Cleveland Hope, Inc. 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Underground Railroad History Project 

Your Project Summary: The Project will conduct research of Cuyahoga County Underground Railroad 

history and create graphic displays for use in history/culture presentations.  The Project will utilize the 

services of college students under professional supervision to document people, places and events to a 

standard suitable for use in classrooms, by historic preservationists and the National Park Service 

Underground Railroad Network To Freedom. 

 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, I recommend full CAC funding for Restore Cleveland Hope, Inc.'s project on Underground 

Railroad History. I think the public benefit of this project is potentially very high as it takes one facet of 

Cuyahoga County's history - the bravery and tenacity of people running from slavery on the Underground 

Railroad - and turns it into a moveable free exhibit that can be brought to a variety of venues throughout 

the year in order to educate the people of Cleveland about important history in the area. The project 

incorporates a wide variety of institutions to perform its research for this topic, engaging many qualified 

and diverse professionals to do so and further contributing to a community that thinks deeply about its 

history. The budget appears to me to be realistic and I force no issues in them meeting their goal. I would 

have liked more supplemental materials in the application. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application does meet the funding requirements. It is another excellent example of 

how Cleveland organizations are using their cultural history to educate and build community. In this 

instance, one of the pioneers in Underground Railroad education in both Ohio and nationally is leading 

this effort. There is a strong public benefit to documenting the history and to sharing it, although the case 

made for it could be strengthened because no one was "unaffected." They could do a better job of making 

a case for the community impact and how that need drives their work. There is also the organizational 

capacity and clear plans for the project along with strong cultural relevancy of this important American 

story and its role in Northeast Ohio. In that same vein, I challenge the writers to be clearer about the 

community served. They know their audience, and while they desire for it to be all population segments, 

but just like other aspects of American history, there is niche audience for this project. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No, this application does not meet the funding criteria. You define your community as 

everyone in Cuyahoga County but do not adequately explain how the creation of the graphic displays will 

reach the community. Locations are listed, but important details such as how many displays will be created 

and when and how these displays will be shown are not shared. Outside of the Cozad-Bates House, you 

do not explain your relationships with the other locations, so I question how meaningful they are. 

Documenting the history of the Underground Railroad is incredibly important but, according to the criteria 

in this grant program, simply creating the displays without sharing the aforementioned details does not 

demonstrate public benefit. It is a plus that you are working directly with a respected PHd and are 

implementing suitable standards for the finished products. I can thus see that the vibrancy criteria are 

somewhat met. However, capacity is problematic with a plan that lists a skeleton timeline void of any 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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deadlines for deliverables or public display dates. Given the public benefit and capacity issues, I cannot 

award a "Yes" or "Somewhat" grade to this application. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - this project would benefit the entire county and region in bringing to light hidden histories 

and stories, as well as research and archival materials. The project goal to produce a concrete deliverable 

seems reasonable, but more thought as to evaluation or visitor experience would be useful to strengthen 

the application though applicant does cite preparing materials for community review. The budget is 

reasonable for a small volunteer-run historical institution seeking to create this kind of material. Would 

be interesting to see this org partner with Woodland Cemetery Foundation, given overlapping interests 

in the Underground Railroad. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community by using its knowledge to drive its work. The scope of the proposed programming, and the 

manner in which it will be folded into the applicant's current cultural and educational programming will, 

I believe, serve to encourage public participation. Additionally, the scope of the project, leads me to 

believe it will contribute greatly to inspiring the community. The listed measurements tie directly to the 

project goal. While the application is clear and makes me feel confident in the applicant's ability to deliver 

on the project's intended objectives, I would encourage the applicant to work on support materials for 

future applications. Those included do not lead to a greater understanding of the project. Additionally, I 

would have liked some indication of who the project researchers and graphic artists will be. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


